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When she’s not at the diner, she’s at her dagnterprise loan, and the diner was hers. And so
job at Brown University's Chemistry she had a venue her beloved Americana.
Department. When she’s not at Brown, she’s Not surprisingly, it was not that simple.
playing in her band. When she’s not playing inOnce she got into the building, she discovered
the band, she’s at the diner. And round andhe basement was rotting, there was still fryer
round it goes in the crazy life of Carol oil in the fryolaters, and squirrels had been
DeFeciani. Luckily, her girlfriend plays in the calling the place home for a long time. But
band too, or they might never see one anotherwhat she had was an historic diner, originally

| sat down with Carol for a cup of coffee at called the Central Diner that was located near
her diner, the Liberty EIm, during her lunch what is now the Westin Hotel. At some point it
hour from her other job. My first question: had been dumped on the lot that is its current
Why?

Liberty EIm is located at 777 Elmwood
Avenue.

Carol DeFeciani at the Liberty EIm

DeFeciani is a musician, plain and simple.home, where it went through a few owners. It
(This may seem an odd reason to buy a 1943till had many of its original fixtures though,
Worcester Lunch Car diner sitting in disrepairincluding the Italian marble countertop.
on a lot in South Providence. Bear with me; it What followed the signing of the papers was
will make sense eventually.) Her band, Luckyas brutal, backbreaking and heart-wrenching as
57, plays music DeFeciani (known as Kipyou might imagine, but suffice it to say that,
McCloud when she is onstage) describes aafter scrubbing top to bottom, the place is quite
Americana, a style of rock with country roots.nice now. Breakfast and lunch are served
Over the years, she has found a community odlaily, with live music on Sunday mornings,
folks who play and appreciate Americana, andregan choices on the menu and fair trade
she organized a regular night at Providence’'soffee in your cup. Specialties include
Century Lounge. “Musicians knew they had ashepherd’s pie, homemade soups and spinach
standing gig there, if they were passingpies, and the Mac and cheese has garnered a
through Rhode Island on that night.” When thehardy fan club.

Century Lounge closed, they used the space at As a business, the Liberty Elm is committed
AS220 for a while, but the rule there limiting to recycling, purchasing locally, and especially
performers to original material was to the neighborhood, holding community
unworkable for many bands. meetings and offering the space for others to

Meanwhile, Carol was driving past the olduse. “I live here. There are families here, but
diner every day, thinking, she says, “Man, Ino real way for people to connect. | want this
wish that was a good place to eat.” To make & be a place neighbors can meet each other.”
long story short, it showed up on an MLSAnd she has a place for Lucky 57 and their
listing, she was able to secure a low interestellow Americana performers to play.



