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Marriage on Our Minds  
 

How did we 
get where we are 
- fighting for 
what playwright 
Terrence 
McNally calls 
“the final civil 
right”?   

Four-time 
Tony Award  
winner McNally 
- for Love!  
Valour! 
Compassion!, 
Master  Class, 
Kiss of the Spider  Woman and Ragtime - 
tackles that question in Some Men.   (The play 
is now at  Speakeasy Stage Company in 
Boston.)   

Some Men begins and ends at a gay wedding 
at the Waldorf Astoria. In  between, McNally 
covers  80 years of how we reached  that point.  

The wedding is the only scene in the play 
that does not have a date. It could be today or   
on the future. And it is a future McNally  
believes will come - in his lifetime. He told  
Playbill that slowly but surely, it will end up  
at the Supreme Court, and, as a civil right, it 
cannot be argued against.   

But McNally also acknowledges he does not 
believe that getting the right to marry  will end 
homophobia.   

Some Men did not open in time to make 
Options’ deadline so what follows comes from 
reading the script. 

For the most part McNally does not take 
specific events and dramatize them. This is not 
a history lesson in the “In 1930 such-and-such 
happened” vein. 

 Yes. Stonewall is featured -- but off stage. 
Instead of spending time with the activists, 
McNally visits a piano bar the night the riots 
begin. He’s been quoted as saying that 
Stonewall wasn’t Stonewall at the time. No 
one recognized its importance that night. 

Gay in the Military is touched upon – in a 
brief scene in which a funeral for a soldier 
killed in Iraq is visited by the man’s partner. 
AIDS is, of course, included.  

But McNally spends most of his time 
looking at gay life in specific decades. There’s 
a 1930s visit to a Harlem Jazz Club where 
someone claims a well-known song (find out 
which one for yourself) was written about him 
even though it’s usually sung by a woman. 

A visit to the baths is set in the 1970s at the 
time McNally’s farce The Ritz was produced. 
(The Ritz has a straight man hiding in a 
bathhouse to escape the mob.) Some Men also 
has a scene in an Internet chat room. Regularly 
during the play one man will ask another 
“Would you marry me, if you could?” 

 McNally has pointed out how much times 
have changed. He remembers when we’d stop 
and look both ways to make sure no one saw 
us enter a gay bar. Some Men has a scene in 
which two college students interview two 
older gay men about how it was in the bad old 
days, only to discover they weren’t so bad. 

To be able to span 80 years, many of the 
scenes are short. The actors play many roles. 
Some characters continue throughout the 
evening while others are seen only once and 
not everyone in Some Men wants to marry.  

How does Terrence McNally feel about the 
subject? He’s dedicated Some Men “for my 
husband, Tom Kirdahy.”  

Some Men will be at Speakeasy Stage 
Company through March 29 at the Stanford 
Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 527 Tremont Street in the South End. 

Tickets are $45 to $50 with discounts for 
students and seniors.  

Contact: (617)933-8600 or 
 www.BostonTheatreScene.com �  
 

 


